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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 370 Section #: 02 Class #: 55895 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 35
Responded: 29
Response rate: 83%

Item Label 5 4 3 2 1 OMIT N
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 25 4 0 0 0 0 29
86% 14% 0% 0% 0%

2 The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 24 5 0 0 0 0 29

83% 17% 0% 0% 0%
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 27 1 1 0 0 0 29
93% 3% 3% 0% 0%

4 The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 21 4 3 1 0 0 29

72% 14% 10% 3% 0%
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 21 4 3 1 0 0 29
72% 14% 10% 3% 0%

6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 26 3 0 0 0 0 29

90% 10% 0% 0% 0%
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 25 4 0 0 0 0 29
86% 14% 0% 0% 0%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 27 1 1 0 0 0 29

93% 3% 3% 0% 0%
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 22 5 2 0 0 0 29
76% 17% 7% 0% 0%

10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 8 9 9 2 0 1 28

29% 32% 32% 7% 0%
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 20 8 1 0 0 0 29
69% 28% 3% 0% 0%

12 Overall rating of this course.
(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 10 11 8 0 0 0 29

34% 38% 28% 0% 0%

Classroom was
conducive to my
learning.

Which best describes
this course for you

Proportion of class
sessions you
attended

What is
your class
level

Hours per week
spent working on
course outside of
class

Expected
grade

Disagree strongly 0% Major requirement 100% Almost none 0% Freshmen 0% Less than 1 hour 7% A 86%
Disagree somewhat 21% Gen. Ed. requirement 0% About one-quarter 0% Sophomore 7% 1-2 hours 17% A- 14%
Agree somewhat 31% Other requirement 0% About half 0% Junior 72% 2-4 hours 28% B+ 0%
Agree strongly 48% Elective 0% About three-quarters 3% Senior 21% 4-6 hours 34% B 0%
Missing 0% Missing 0% All or almost all 97% Graduate 0% 6-8 hours 7% B- 0%

Missing 0% Other 0% 8-10 hours 3% C+ 0%
Missing 0% More than 10 hours 3% C 0%

Missing 0% C- 0%
D+ 0%
D 0%
F 0%
Other 0%
Missing 0%
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**Reported only if data were available for 10 or more sections. Comparison means calculated using combined fall 2017 and spring 2018 results. A comparison group
mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate sections
are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Dept=University courses from the same department or course subject within enrollment category; College=University
courses from all other departments in the school/college within enrollment category; Campus=University courses within enrollment category.

UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 370 Section #: 02 Class #: 55895 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 35
Responded: 29
Response rate: 83%

**COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 25 to 59 enrolled

Instructor

Dept: MATH
# Sections:     111
Resp. rate:    56%

College: CNS
# Sections:     217
Resp. rate:    59%

Campus
# Sections:   1,089
Resp. rate:    60%

Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.34 4.6 0.59 4.8 0.50 4.6 0.48
2 The instructor explained course material clearly.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.38 4.2 0.90 4.4 0.74 4.4 0.73
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.40 4.2 0.93 4.4 0.76 4.4 0.75
4 The instructor used class time well.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.6 0.81 4.4 0.76 4.4 0.71 4.4 0.71
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.6 0.81 4.0 1.08 4.4 0.80 4.4 0.84
6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.30 4.4 0.77 4.6 0.64 4.6 0.64
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.34 4.0 1.07 4.2 0.92 4.2 0.91
8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.40 4.4 0.80 4.4 0.71 4.4 0.71
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.59 4.0 1.04 4.2 0.80 4.4 0.79
10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?

(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 3.8 0.93 3.6 1.01 3.8 0.93 3.8 0.92
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 4.7 0.54 4.0 0.94 4.2 0.81 4.2 0.80
12 Overall rating of this course.

(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 4.1 0.78 3.6 0.99 3.8 0.89 3.8 0.89

Item Number

Instructor
Department

School/College
Campus

Item
mean
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 370 Section #: 01 Class #: 55766 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 34
Responded: 24
Response rate: 71%

Item Label 5 4 3 2 1 OMIT N
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24
96% 4% 0% 0% 0%

2 The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24

96% 4% 0% 0% 0%
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24
96% 4% 0% 0% 0%

4 The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 18 4 2 0 0 0 24

75% 17% 8% 0% 0%
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 18 5 1 0 0 0 24
75% 21% 4% 0% 0%

6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24

96% 4% 0% 0% 0%
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 17 5 2 0 0 0 24
71% 21% 8% 0% 0%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 22 0 2 0 0 0 24

92% 0% 8% 0% 0%
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 20 3 1 0 0 0 24
83% 13% 4% 0% 0%

10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 7 8 6 3 0 0 24

29% 33% 25% 13% 0%
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24
96% 4% 0% 0% 0%

12 Overall rating of this course.
(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 9 11 4 0 0 0 24

38% 46% 17% 0% 0%

Classroom was
conducive to my
learning.

Which best describes
this course for you

Proportion of class
sessions you
attended

What is
your class
level

Hours per week
spent working on
course outside of
class

Expected
grade

Disagree strongly 0% Major requirement 100% Almost none 0% Freshmen 0% Less than 1 hour 0% A 88%
Disagree somewhat 13% Gen. Ed. requirement 0% About one-quarter 0% Sophomore 4% 1-2 hours 33% A- 8%
Agree somewhat 21% Other requirement 0% About half 0% Junior 75% 2-4 hours 33% B+ 0%
Agree strongly 67% Elective 0% About three-quarters 8% Senior 17% 4-6 hours 13% B 0%
Missing 0% Missing 0% All or almost all 92% Graduate 0% 6-8 hours 21% B- 0%

Missing 0% Other 0% 8-10 hours 0% C+ 0%
Missing 4% More than 10 hours 0% C 0%

Missing 0% C- 0%
D+ 0%
D 0%
F 0%
Other 0%
Missing 4%
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**Reported only if data were available for 10 or more sections. Comparison means calculated using combined fall 2017 and spring 2018 results. A comparison group
mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate sections
are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Dept=University courses from the same department or course subject within enrollment category; College=University
courses from all other departments in the school/college within enrollment category; Campus=University courses within enrollment category.

UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 370 Section #: 01 Class #: 55766 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 34
Responded: 24
Response rate: 71%

**COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 25 to 59 enrolled

Instructor

Dept: MATH
# Sections:     111
Resp. rate:    56%

College: CNS
# Sections:     217
Resp. rate:    59%

Campus
# Sections:   1,089
Resp. rate:    60%

Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.6 0.59 4.8 0.50 4.6 0.48
2 The instructor explained course material clearly.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.2 0.90 4.4 0.74 4.4 0.73
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.2 0.93 4.4 0.76 4.4 0.75
4 The instructor used class time well.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.62 4.4 0.76 4.4 0.71 4.4 0.71
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.54 4.0 1.08 4.4 0.80 4.4 0.84
6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.4 0.77 4.6 0.64 4.6 0.64
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.6 0.63 4.0 1.07 4.2 0.92 4.2 0.91
8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.55 4.4 0.80 4.4 0.71 4.4 0.71
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.50 4.0 1.04 4.2 0.80 4.4 0.79
10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?

(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 3.8 1.00 3.6 1.01 3.8 0.93 3.8 0.92
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 5.0 0.20 4.0 0.94 4.2 0.81 4.2 0.80
12 Overall rating of this course.

(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 4.2 0.71 3.6 0.99 3.8 0.89 3.8 0.89

Item Number
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Department

School/College
Campus

Item
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For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 01/24/2018

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
FALL 2017 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 131H Section #: 02 Class #: 41849 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 27
Responded: 18
Response rate: 67%

Item Label 5 4 3 2 1 OMIT N
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 16 2 0 0 0 0 18
89% 11% 0% 0% 0%

2 The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 18 0 0 0 0 0 18

100% 0% 0% 0% 0%
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 15 2 0 1 0 0 18
83% 11% 0% 6% 0%

4 The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 13 4 1 0 0 0 18

72% 22% 6% 0% 0%
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 17 0 1 0 0 0 18
94% 0% 6% 0% 0%

6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 17 1 0 0 0 0 18

94% 6% 0% 0% 0%
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 14 3 1 0 0 0 18
78% 17% 6% 0% 0%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 14 4 0 0 0 0 18

78% 22% 0% 0% 0%
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 8 8 0 2 0 0 18
44% 44% 0% 11% 0%

10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 5 11 2 0 0 0 18

28% 61% 11% 0% 0%
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 18 0 0 0 0 0 18
100% 0% 0% 0% 0%

12 Overall rating of this course.
(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 12 5 1 0 0 0 18

67% 28% 6% 0% 0%

Classroom was
conducive to my
learning.

Which best describes
this course for you

Proportion of class
sessions you
attended

What is
your class
level

Hours per week
spent working on
course outside of
class

Expected
grade

Disagree strongly 0% Major requirement 94% Almost none 0% Freshmen 100% Less than 1 hour 0% A 44%
Disagree somewhat 0% Gen. Ed. requirement 6% About one-quarter 0% Sophomore 0% 1-2 hours 0% A- 33%
Agree somewhat 33% Other requirement 0% About half 0% Junior 0% 2-4 hours 22% B+ 17%
Agree strongly 67% Elective 0% About three-quarters 6% Senior 0% 4-6 hours 50% B 6%
Missing 0% Missing 0% All or almost all 94% Graduate 0% 6-8 hours 17% B- 0%

Missing 0% Other 0% 8-10 hours 11% C+ 0%
Missing 0% More than 10 hours 0% C 0%

Missing 0% C- 0%
D+ 0%
D 0%
F 0%
Other 0%
Missing 0%
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For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 01/24/2018

**Reported only if data were available for 10 or more sections. Comparison means calculated using combined fall and spring data for AY2014-AY2016. A comparison

group mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate

sections are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Dept=University courses from the same department within enrollment category; College=University courses

from all other departments in the school/college within enrollment category; Campus=University courses within enrollment category.

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
FALL 2017 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 131H Section #: 02 Class #: 41849 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 27
Responded: 18
Response rate: 67%

**COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 25 to 59 enrolled

Instructor

Dept: MATH
# Sections:     260
Resp. rate:    63%

College: CNS
# Sections:     590
Resp. rate:    76%

Campus
# Sections:   2,974
Resp. rate:    73%

Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.31 4.8 0.46 4.8 0.44 4.8 0.45
2 The instructor explained course material clearly.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.00 4.2 0.79 4.4 0.67 4.4 0.68
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.73 4.2 0.83 4.4 0.70 4.4 0.71
4 The instructor used class time well.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.58 4.4 0.67 4.6 0.65 4.4 0.66
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.46 4.0 0.96 4.4 0.77 4.4 0.80
6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.23 4.4 0.73 4.6 0.64 4.6 0.64
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.56 4.0 1.01 4.2 0.90 4.2 0.89
8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.42 4.4 0.75 4.4 0.68 4.4 0.68
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.2 0.92 3.8 0.98 4.2 0.78 4.2 0.77
10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?

(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 4.2 0.60 3.8 0.90 4.0 0.86 3.8 0.86
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 5.0 0.00 4.2 0.83 4.2 0.74 4.2 0.75
12 Overall rating of this course.

(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 4.6 0.59 3.8 0.90 4.0 0.83 4.0 0.84

Item Number

Instructor
Department

School/College
Campus

Item
mean
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For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 01/24/2018

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
FALL 2017 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 300 Section #: 04 Class #: 35871 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 32
Responded: 24
Response rate: 75%

Item Label 5 4 3 2 1 OMIT N
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24
96% 4% 0% 0% 0%

2 The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 24 0 0 0 0 0 24

100% 0% 0% 0% 0%
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24
96% 4% 0% 0% 0%

4 The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 21 3 0 0 0 0 24

88% 13% 0% 0% 0%
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 19 4 1 0 0 0 24
79% 17% 4% 0% 0%

6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 23 1 0 0 0 0 24

96% 4% 0% 0% 0%
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 17 6 1 0 0 0 24
71% 25% 4% 0% 0%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 20 3 1 0 0 0 24

83% 13% 4% 0% 0%
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 15 7 2 0 0 0 24
63% 29% 8% 0% 0%

10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 16 4 4 0 0 0 24

67% 17% 17% 0% 0%
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 20 4 0 0 0 0 24
83% 17% 0% 0% 0%

12 Overall rating of this course.
(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 18 3 3 0 0 0 24

75% 13% 13% 0% 0%

Classroom was
conducive to my
learning.

Which best describes
this course for you

Proportion of class
sessions you
attended

What is
your class
level

Hours per week
spent working on
course outside of
class

Expected
grade

Disagree strongly 0% Major requirement 96% Almost none 0% Freshmen 0% Less than 1 hour 0% A 29%
Disagree somewhat 4% Gen. Ed. requirement 0% About one-quarter 0% Sophomore 67% 1-2 hours 0% A- 33%
Agree somewhat 21% Other requirement 0% About half 0% Junior 29% 2-4 hours 33% B+ 25%
Agree strongly 75% Elective 4% About three-quarters 4% Senior 0% 4-6 hours 33% B 8%
Missing 0% Missing 0% All or almost all 96% Graduate 0% 6-8 hours 17% B- 0%

Missing 0% Other 4% 8-10 hours 17% C+ 0%
Missing 0% More than 10 hours 0% C 4%

Missing 0% C- 0%
D+ 0%
D 0%
F 0%
Other 0%
Missing 0%
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For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 01/24/2018

**Reported only if data were available for 10 or more sections. Comparison means calculated using combined fall and spring data for AY2014-AY2016. A comparison

group mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate

sections are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Dept=University courses from the same department within enrollment category; College=University courses

from all other departments in the school/college within enrollment category; Campus=University courses within enrollment category.

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
FALL 2017 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 300 Section #: 04 Class #: 35871 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 32
Responded: 24
Response rate: 75%

**COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 25 to 59 enrolled

Instructor

Dept: MATH
# Sections:     260
Resp. rate:    63%

College: CNS
# Sections:     590
Resp. rate:    76%

Campus
# Sections:   2,974
Resp. rate:    73%

Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.8 0.46 4.8 0.44 4.8 0.45
2 The instructor explained course material clearly.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.00 4.2 0.79 4.4 0.67 4.4 0.68
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.2 0.83 4.4 0.70 4.4 0.71
4 The instructor used class time well.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.33 4.4 0.67 4.6 0.65 4.4 0.66
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.52 4.0 0.96 4.4 0.77 4.4 0.80
6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 5.0 0.20 4.4 0.73 4.6 0.64 4.6 0.64
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.55 4.0 1.01 4.2 0.90 4.2 0.89
8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.50 4.4 0.75 4.4 0.68 4.4 0.68
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.5 0.64 3.8 0.98 4.2 0.78 4.2 0.77
10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?

(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 4.5 0.76 3.8 0.90 4.0 0.86 3.8 0.86
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 4.8 0.37 4.2 0.83 4.2 0.74 4.2 0.75
12 Overall rating of this course.

(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 4.6 0.70 3.8 0.90 4.0 0.83 4.0 0.84

Item Number

Instructor
Department

School/College
Campus

Item
mean
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For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 05/18/2017

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES
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For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 05/18/2017

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 235 Section #: 01 Class #: 15141 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 61
Responded: 42
Response rate: 69%

Item Label 5 4 3 2 1 OMIT N
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 38 4 0 0 0 0 42
90% 10% 0% 0% 0%

2 The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 37 5 0 0 0 0 42

88% 12% 0% 0% 0%
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 33 8 1 0 0 0 42
79% 19% 2% 0% 0%

4 The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 33 9 0 0 0 0 42

79% 21% 0% 0% 0%
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 27 13 2 0 0 0 42
64% 31% 5% 0% 0%

6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 36 6 0 0 0 0 42

86% 14% 0% 0% 0%
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 26 10 4 2 0 0 42
62% 24% 10% 5% 0%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 26 13 2 1 0 0 42

62% 31% 5% 2% 0%
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 30 10 2 0 0 0 42
71% 24% 5% 0% 0%

10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 14 18 8 2 0 0 42

33% 43% 19% 5% 0%
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 34 6 2 0 0 0 42
81% 14% 5% 0% 0%

12 Overall rating of this course.
(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 13 20 8 0 0 1 41

32% 49% 20% 0% 0%

Classroom was
conducive to my
learning. This course is a

Class sessions
attended

Student
class level

Hours per week
working on course
outside of class

Expected
grade

Disagree strongly 0% Major requirement 76% Almost none 0% Freshmen 7% Less than 1 hour 0% A 21%
Disagree somewhat 5% Gen. Ed. requirement 5% About one-quarter 2% Sophomore 74% 1-2 hours 14% A- 36%
Agree somewhat 40% Other requirement 7% About half 10% Junior 12% 2-4 hours 33% B+ 14%
Agree strongly 55% Elective 12% About three-quarters 19% Senior 5% 4-6 hours 36% B 19%
Missing 0% Missing 0% All or almost all 69% Graduate 0% 6-8 hours 10% B- 10%

Missing 0% Other 0% 8-10 hours 5% C+ 0%
Missing 2% More than 10 hours 2% C 0%

Missing 0% C- 0%
D+ 0%
D 0%
F 0%
Other 0%
Missing 0%
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**Reported only if data were available for 10 or more sections. Comparison means calculated using combined fall and spring data for AY2013-AY2015. A comparison

group mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate

sections are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Dept=University courses from the same department within enrollment category; College=University courses

from all other departments in the school/college within enrollment category; Campus=University courses within enrollment category.

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 235 Section #: 01 Class #: 15141 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 61
Responded: 42
Response rate: 69%

**COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 60 to 119 enrolled

Instructor

Dept: MATH
# Sections:      88
Resp. rate:    64%

College: CNS
# Sections:     271
Resp. rate:    68%

Campus
# Sections:   1,087
Resp. rate:    67%

Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.29 4.7 0.44 4.7 0.49 4.7 0.51
2 The instructor explained course material clearly.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.32 4.3 0.72 4.2 0.76 4.2 0.76
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.48 4.3 0.76 4.2 0.80 4.2 0.80
4 The instructor used class time well.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.41 4.6 0.59 4.4 0.70 4.4 0.72
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.6 0.58 4.1 0.96 4.1 0.90 4.1 0.91
6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.35 4.4 0.72 4.4 0.74 4.4 0.76
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.4 0.85 3.9 1.04 3.8 1.05 3.9 1.03
8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.5 0.70 4.4 0.74 4.3 0.80 4.3 0.80
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.56 3.9 0.98 4.1 0.89 4.0 0.91
10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?

(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 4.0 0.84 3.9 0.88 3.7 0.91 3.7 0.91
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 4.8 0.53 4.3 0.74 4.1 0.83 4.1 0.83
12 Overall rating of this course.

(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 4.1 0.71 3.8 0.87 3.7 0.92 3.7 0.90

Item Number

Instructor
Department

School/College
Campus

Item
mean

   0.00
   0.50
   1.00
   1.50
   2.00
   2.50
   3.00
   3.50
   4.00
   4.50
   5.00

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES
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UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 SECTION REPORT: ITEM FREQUENCIES

Course: MATH 235 Section #: 04 Class #: 15143 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 60
Responded: 43
Response rate: 72%

Item Label 5 4 3 2 1 OMIT N
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 38 5 0 0 0 0 43
88% 12% 0% 0% 0%

2 The instructor explained course material clearly.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 37 4 2 0 0 0 43

86% 9% 5% 0% 0%
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 37 6 0 0 0 0 43
86% 14% 0% 0% 0%

4 The instructor used class time well.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 39 4 0 0 0 0 43

91% 9% 0% 0% 0%
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 31 8 3 1 0 0 43
72% 19% 7% 2% 0%

6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 40 1 1 0 0 1 42

95% 2% 2% 0% 0%
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 29 10 3 0 1 0 43
67% 23% 7% 0% 2%

8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.
(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 34 7 2 0 0 0 43

79% 16% 5% 0% 0%
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 29 9 5 0 0 0 43
67% 21% 12% 0% 0%

10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?
(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 13 20 10 0 0 0 43

30% 47% 23% 0% 0%
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 33 8 1 1 0 0 43
77% 19% 2% 2% 0%

12 Overall rating of this course.
(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 21 11 10 1 0 0 43

49% 26% 23% 2% 0%

Classroom was
conducive to my
learning. This course is a

Class sessions
attended

Student
class level

Hours per week
working on course
outside of class

Expected
grade

Disagree strongly 2% Major requirement 91% Almost none 0% Freshmen 7% Less than 1 hour 0% A 28%
Disagree somewhat 2% Gen. Ed. requirement 2% About one-quarter 0% Sophomore 70% 1-2 hours 12% A- 26%
Agree somewhat 37% Other requirement 5% About half 14% Junior 21% 2-4 hours 33% B+ 16%
Agree strongly 58% Elective 2% About three-quarters 19% Senior 0% 4-6 hours 33% B 19%
Missing 0% Missing 0% All or almost all 67% Graduate 0% 6-8 hours 14% B- 2%

Missing 0% Other 0% 8-10 hours 7% C+ 2%
Missing 2% More than 10 hours 2% C 5%

Missing 0% C- 0%
D+ 0%
D 0%
F 0%
Other 2%
Missing 0%
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**Reported only if data were available for 10 or more sections. Comparison means calculated using combined fall and spring data for AY2013-AY2015. A comparison

group mean is the grand mean of a set of section means or standard deviations (SD) not the mean or SD of student responses pooled across sections. Undergraduate

sections are the comparison group for 500-level courses. Dept=University courses from the same department within enrollment category; College=University courses

from all other departments in the school/college within enrollment category; Campus=University courses within enrollment category.

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 SECTION REPORT: MEAN COMPARISONS (WITHIN CLASS SIZE)

Course: MATH 235 Section #: 04 Class #: 15143 Instructor: Matherne, Jacob P
Enrolled: 60
Responded: 43
Response rate: 72%

**COMPARISON GROUP:
Undergraduate sections with 60 to 119 enrolled

Instructor

Dept: MATH
# Sections:      88
Resp. rate:    64%

College: CNS
# Sections:     271
Resp. rate:    68%

Campus
# Sections:   1,087
Resp. rate:    67%

Label Mean SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD Mean Avg. SD
1 The instructor was well prepared for class.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.32 4.7 0.44 4.7 0.49 4.7 0.51
2 The instructor explained course material clearly.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.8 0.49 4.3 0.72 4.2 0.76 4.2 0.76
3 The instructor cleared up points of confusion.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.35 4.3 0.76 4.2 0.80 4.2 0.80
4 The instructor used class time well.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.29 4.6 0.59 4.4 0.70 4.4 0.72
5 The instructor inspired interest in the subject matter of this course.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.6 0.72 4.1 0.96 4.1 0.90 4.1 0.91
6 The instructor showed a personal interest in helping students learn.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.9 0.34 4.4 0.72 4.4 0.74 4.4 0.76
7 I received useful feedback on my performance on tests, papers, etc.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.5 0.82 3.9 1.04 3.8 1.05 3.9 1.03
8 The methods of evaluating my work were fair.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.7 0.53 4.4 0.74 4.3 0.80 4.3 0.80
9 The instructor stimulated student participation.

(5=Almost always, 1=Almost never) 4.6 0.69 3.9 0.98 4.1 0.89 4.0 0.91
10 Overall, how much do you feel you learned in this course?

(5=Much more than most, 1=Much less than most) 4.1 0.73 3.9 0.88 3.7 0.91 3.7 0.91
11 Overall rating of this instructor's teaching.

(5=Almost always effective, 1=Almost never effective) 4.7 0.63 4.3 0.74 4.1 0.83 4.1 0.83
12 Overall rating of this course.

(5=One of the best, 1=One of the worst) 4.2 0.88 3.8 0.87 3.7 0.92 3.7 0.90

Item Number

Instructor
Department

School/College
Campus

Item
mean

   0.00
   0.50
   1.00
   1.50
   2.00
   2.50
   3.00
   3.50
   4.00
   4.50
   5.00

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 55895 - MATH 370

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

I enjoyed the professional development
aspect of the course. Specifically, the
portion where we worked on our
resumes/cover letters.

Too much of class time was used to work
on whichever project we were doing at the
time. Especially, the final project.

Less time on the final project and more time
on professional development.

I think the professional development part of
the class was very important because we
don't really learn it elsewhere, and it's
helpful to get feedback on resumes and
what not.

LaTex and Beamer is really annoying to
use.

I liked how transparent Jacob was with this
course. I also really liked how willing he was
to help us with course material. Jacob
seems to really want his students to do well
and him and the TA Fil have always been
helpful. I personally really enjoyed the
professional development part of the course
as it is information we will be able to use for
the rest of our lives.

I think the course was great and Jacob is an
excellent professor! My only suggestion
would be that he could have been a little bit
firmer with due dates because it seemed
like students always asked for the due
dates to be pushed back but I don't think it
was because the assignments were difficult,
I think it was because the students were
lazy and procrastinated.

N/A

Jacob is a wicked fun teacher to have, and
he clearly cares a lot about helping people
actually understand things. He did his best
to keep the fairly dry "how to get a job"
class interesting to be in.

I feel like the project assignments were
really vague once we began working with
LaTeX, and there weren't any example to
judge what should be handed in. However,
Jacob said this was because he hadn't
taught the class before, so he didn't really
have a clear idea of what a good
submission looked like.

I feel like having the presentation on using
Beamer about a month before we ever
actually needed to use it was kind of
pointless. Next time let the group work in
LaTeX go on as normal, then give the
Beamer presentation when people can be
expected to be working on their own slide
shows.

a relaxed and comfortable environment
thanks to Jacob. Easy to pay attention and
a well formatted class.

nothing, taught very well. grading was also
adjusted throughout the semester based on
how the class is going

more LaTeX none

Professional development and LaTeX
It's very practical, using the resume I wrote
in class, I got an offer before graduation!
This is one of the only courses where it
helps you for stuff that students will
encounter after college. There should be
more classes like this. We also got great
feedback on our resumes, cover letters, etc.
that will help us in the real world.

He could have found some way to make
sure that people were going to the events
that were assigned to go to. I know that
there were a lot of people that did not go to
the career fair that were still able to write a
paper on it.

For following years you could put examples
from this class for the presentations/final
papers and personal finance projects so
that way there is more of a guideline for
future students to have while doing these
assignments.

Jacob has been the best professor that I
have had at UMass and I wish him the best
of luck in New Jersey. Thank you for
making my time at UMass better than it
would have been if I had not had you as a
professor.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 55895 - MATH 370

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Relevancy of career writing content Lesson plan project was not a lesson plan 
Latex instruction was not great, more of a
here's this thing try to learn it  Too much in
class working on projects  Too many paper
handouts, esp since we all brought laptops
anyways, save a tree and put the pdf on
moodle  SUBMISSIONS ON MOODLE NOT
ON PAPER, so obnoxious

less time in class to work on stuff, more
instruction  clearer rubrics, esp for final
project & presentation

Not a super effective class tbh, aside from
the career writing stuff

Very useful class, Jacob taught to be helpful
in student's lives/careers.

Be confident! n/a n/a

The career based work and the personal
finance project
He's clear and loud. I've taken a total of 3
courses with Jacob so far, and he is one of
the best professors I have ever had. He
cares for his students, and always holds
office hours and encourages students to go.
He always shows a positive attitude and
displays passion about his teachings.

Not much, we had a lot of time in class to
prepare for many assignments.

Prof Matherne's teaching style was certainly
enthusiastic, and he did his best with the
material he was given to teach. I enjoyed
what he did with the class, and though I
didn't love the class it was not because of
Prof. Matherne's teaching, rather the
subject material.

This class was definitely not geared at all
toward the teaching concentration students
of the math major. Though the projects
were helpful, especially the resume work,
some of the projects just weren't
relevant - like the personal statement for
grad school. It also felt like a pretty
repetitive class, especially when all we were
doing was working on the final project in
class.

More of a variety of assignments, and a
clearer rubric for the two final projects
(finance project & final project)

Thank you!

Excellent! None
Although this is the first time that Jacob
teaches this course, he does a great job on
it. As this is a writing class, he tries his best
to help develop our professional writing
skills and be prepare for the future
challenges. I think I like all the topics that he
teaches in class. I can also tell that he loves
math and hopes that we can love it too.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 55895 - MATH 370

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

He is passionate about teaching and he
cares about students. For writing
assignment, he gave us feedback back
quickly and feedback are usually very
helpful.   Also it is helpful to learn how to
use Latex in this course.

Maybe have more materials on career
development.

Cares about his students well being More feedback on work returned. More time to work on projects. Great professor who is willing to invest time
in students and genuinely cares about their
well-being. Give this guy a raise!!

My favorite aspects of this class were the
career-related assignments and the LaTeX
practice. I found the career-related
assignments (resume, cover letter, personal
statement) to be extremely useful outside of
the class. Professor Matherne was very
clear about what aspects employers are
looking for in these documents and how to
stand out as a prospective employee. I also
enjoyed learning how to write in LaTeX and
believe this is a useful skill to have.

N/A N/A This was one of my favorite classes and
Professor Matherne is highly effective as an
educator.

Jacob is a very passionate professor. He
organized every classes well, and his
lecture is interesting.

None.

We spent a large amount of time on
resumes and career building which I think
was very useful.

None nothing none

I have had Jacob for the past 3 semesters,
and he is hands down one of the best
professors at UMass Amherst. His way of
being direct, but also personal allows us to
truly relate to and understand him. When he
is strict, it is with respectable reasons. He
gives a decent amount of work, and some
projects were lengthy, but it was well worth
it. I definitely learned a lot from him.

For this particular class, there were no due
dates so it seemed very free flowing, which
is a bad thing for me, but many people like
that.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 55895 - MATH 370

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

I really liked being able to work on
assignments during class time.  It was
definitely helpful being able to have
feedback/help on assignments before they
were due.

Nothing, I really enjoyed going to class as
well as the overall structure of the class.

Nothing.

I enjoyed the professional development of
this class along with the LaTeX. I liked how
it was a math class but I was able to be
creative with my writing.

I think things would go more smoothly if
there was a set schedule for things.

It was a good experience. Thank you!
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 55766 - MATH 370

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

The teacher was both very informative, and
a delight to be around.

n/a If it wasn't writing, but instead a course that I
knew less about coming in.

Highly recommend.

Jacob is always patient and enthusiastic
about helping students, he gives useful
feedback and makes things clear. And the
course is really helpful.

Jacob is great, while his TA grades things
without feedback which makes no sence .

Jacob was friendly and good at explaining
the material and the importance of
professional development.
Jacob cares about the students and really
promotes learning and reaching out for help
I really enjoyed learning LaTeX and the
personal finance project, it will be very
helpful for me in the future.    This is my
second class with Professor Matherne, and
I took this class with him on purpose. He
has been, without question, one the best
professors I've had at college. He really
takes his job seriously and he does it so
well. He's very good at helping each student
on their weaknesses, and ensuring we all
succeed.

Nothing Thanks for another fun semester Professor!

I think this course was better than most
junior year writing courses. I liked the focus
on introducing Latex, as I definitely see the
value of this tool. It's likely that most math
majors with use this.   The instructor is
great, one of the most caring professors I've
had.

I was excited for the personal finance
project. It was an awesome and super
applicable idea. However, if you go detailed
with it, it's pretty hard. And I felt like the
course kind of rushed through that project.

All the problems I have with the class have
nothing to do with Jacob as a teacher.  I
think he is a fantastic teacher, who always
shows real interest in us learning and
getting the most out of his class.  I would
say I have never had a professor who cares
more about his/her students success than
Jacob.  He is very approachable and
always looking for ways to help, even if
what we need help with had little to do with
this class.

While I think Jacob is a great teacher, I felt
that this class is mainly useless busy work. 
This is not Jacob's fault -- rather the fault of
a poorly thought out junior year writing
requirement by the university, and lack of
department wide planning of this class by
the math department.  Jacob spent the first
month or so on professional development
(writing resumes, cover letters, interview
practice, etc.), as well as a financial
planning project, both of which I did think
was useful for many. However, other than
that, the assignments were pointless and
did not help me learn anything useful.

Teach more math, and writing about math
that I would not have already been able to
do.  The math department should make
more clear what should be taught in this
class because it didn't seem like they had
any requirements.

The professional development portion of the
class, and the personal finance project were
good ideas.  I felt that the lesson plan, final
project and event attendance requirements
were busy work used to create more
grades.  I think the junior year writing
requirement in general is stupid, but since I
know it's not going away any time soon,
there should be some department wide
efforts to make it more useful and
centralized.  Since this review is mostly
negative, I want to reemphasize that Jacob
is a great teacher and did the best he could
with this class.
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UMass Amherst Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2018 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 55766 - MATH 370

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?
More feedback on papers receiving full
credit, since even well written papers
satisfying all requirements have room for
improvement.

Learned a lot and it was actually stuff that
was important for our future. Too many
classes teach stuff that will never be seen in
your life again, this class is something that
will benefit everyone for the rest of their
lives

For the personal statement project, many
kids were not planning on going to grad
school. The kids that know they are not
should have been given an alternative
assignment because writing that was not
useful for me

nada

Jacob is a very friendly guy and that bodes
well for a writing class. His helpfulness and
patience is much appreciated.

It's a writing class, I don't know how much
else can really be said.

See above

Latex is the best one and I learned how to
write my resume.
Our instructor was a very friendly person. It
was fun going to the class. I also enjoyed
the professional development section of the
course - very helpful.

This class should not have group projects in
which group members are graded equally. I
believe that this is extremely unfair,
because it literally means that I am not
controlling what grade I receive. If someone
else makes a mistake or simply does not put
enough effort, people who do their very best
have to suffer.

Please see above. Also, the room must be
bigger; it was super small for this number of
people.

Jacob was very personable.
Jacob was unbelievably helpful and was
very willing to share his experiences and
advice regarding professional development
from his own job search

Not much, maybe consolidate the many
small assignments into a few larger
assignments

I enjoyed the outline of the course and all of
the essays/projects that we did. I feel that
all of the material are applicable to what I
plan on doing in the future. I also feel that
everything that we did was relevant.

I feel that the inclusion of a discussion class
(optional) could be very helpful with certain
assignments such as the Latex
assignments.

I feel that more group assignments with new
people each time would have helped my
learning experience.

I feel that I learned a lot of useful
information that is relevant to my future
plans. I have thoroughly enjoyed attending
this class and I hope you have a great
summer and rest of the year!

All assignments were explained well, and
the vibe of the classroom was
conversational

Scheduling was a bit off Scheduling
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

That all of the assignments would help us in
the real world.

None, excellent at teaching. Less paper, got too many handouts to keep
track of.

Amazing teacher! I loved the class!

I liked that the focus of the course was on
things that will boost my ability to get a job.
Also, the professor does a good job of
keeping the class, which is on inherently
boring material, interesting while staying on
task.

Too much class time was dedicated to
outlining the remaining assignments. This
information could have been delivered just
as effectively with emails or Moodle
announcements.
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Matherne, Jacob P - 41849 - MATH 131H

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jacob was very passionate about teaching
and was very knowledgeable. Best
professor I had this semester by far.

Great teacher. Should get an award

I like how Jacob is passionate about math
and he really tries to show you exactly how
it all works. Even going through proofs and
math vocabulary when it is not required of
him to do so.

Nothing I think he teaches the class very
well.

If he learned all our names and didn't just
call on the same people.

Having Jacob as a teacher, I can tell he
cares about the success of his students and
does so while keeping the class interesting
and entertaining.

He uses a lot of examples and explains
them in great detail

Nothing Nothing Jacob is a great teacher and uses many
examples to make sure you understand the
concepts.

Jacob was always very invested in teaching
us and animated while teaching; he created
a friendly and engaging environment in the
class.

very good explanations of concepts; I like
how the professor went through all of his
notes in detail for the class; it was very
good

nothing really nothing really none

Jacob is a fabulous, dedicated, hardworking
teacher. He took the time to teach us
advance concepts like proofs, and covered
material efficiently but also in a conductive
way.

Jacob is a very talented teacher who wants
to help all his students succeed above all
else. 5 stars!

Content of the course was easy to
understand with the lectures and the
instructor's office hours. He seemed to
always enjoy teaching the class, which
made the class more enjoyable.

Quicker pace in getting through the course
content.

More in-class exercises or worksheets to
experience working through the problem on
our own.

The class material was not that difficult and
easy to understand due to Jacob's clear
explanation and examples of each
section/chapter.

I loved Jacob's enthusiasm for teaching and
for math. His passion for the subject made
the class much more interesting and
enjoyable.

I though Jacob was a great teacher and had
no complaints with his teaching methods.

I'm not sure the quizzes every week were as
effective as they could have been. I would
have rather had quizzes that were worth
more but were less frequent, and that
included past material so I was forced to
maintain those skills.

I loved having Jacob as a professor and I
hope to take more of his classes in the
future.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Laid-out well and explained well. Easy to
follow and understand.

Instructor isn't great at answering students'
questions. Seems like it's difficult for him to
understand where students thinking comes
from.

Professor Matherne was very clear in his
explanations of new concepts and seemed
to genuinely care that everyone understood.
The class size was just right, and Prof.
Matherne was always available when he
said he was for office hours. Additionally,
his enthusiasm inspired in me a want to
learn more in math and to look deeper into
what I think I already know.

I've come to think that maybe a kind of
flipped classroom might be beneficial for
learning math; I wouldn't mind using
resources to familiarize myself with a
concept, and then coming into class to work
problems and bring questions. I think that I
would learn better and be more confident
that way.

Jacob is an approachable person who
wants everyone in the class to succeed. His
teaching style and jokes make class
interesting

I came into this class with a very solid
knowledge of calculus, and professor
Matherne taught the course in such depth
that I was able to learn much more and had
a deeper understanding of the material.

Iï¸? liked the small class size. I also loved
the friendly manner in which the class was
taught in.

Nothing. Nothing. /A

Jacob was clearly very invested in helping
us learn the material, while at the same time
retaining a sense of humor and helping all
of us succeed and gain the most we could
from the class.

I have no qualms about the teaching of this
course.

Better studying habits on my part. Jacob is a great teacher, and I really
appreciate his enthusiasm. He really
inspired me to continue on the path I'm on in
my major.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jacob was very enthusiastic about the
subject matter, and did a good job keeping
the students engaged. He definitely tried to
clear up points of confusion and made
himself available if people needed extra
help

The homework and exams could have been
returned a bit faster.

Jacob did a great job!

One of the best mathematics professors
Jacob always came prepared to class and
made sure that we had all of the resources
available for us to succeed. He went over
the material so that everyone understood it
and made notes, homework and worksheet
solutions available to us. He is a great
professor.

Nothing Nothing

I thought Jacob explained all the material
very well. He was always prepared for the
lectures and he showed that he cared about
us learning these topics. He was always
helpful in answering questions and was an
overall great professor.

I really enjoyed the lectures, this was a
class I looked forward to going to. If  Jacob
wasn't a professor, I think that he would be
a comedian.

This is the third class I've taken with Jacob,
and he has continued to exceed my
expectations as a professor every semester.
In this course specifically, he made very
challenging very manageable. His
enthusiasm for the material made going to
class each day. More than any other
professor, Jacob has demonstrated a clear
dedication to helping each of his students
succeed.

I sincerely have no qualms about the way
Jacob taught this course. He frequently
checked in with us to determine what
teaching styles worked best for us and
repeatedly changed his lectures to better
benefit us. He consistently and actively
showed true dedication to being available
and willing to help whenever students
needed him.

I think in the future having more quizzes
would have been a better guide to keep me
on track with my studying. When I took Math
233 with Jacob in Fall 2016, his weekly
quizzes forced me to go through my notes
and go over the week's material. If we had
more quizzes this semester, I would have
been forced to go through the material more
often than I did.

Jacob explained everything very clearly and
always gave helpful examples.

My only complaints were when we were left
with a sub.

Nothing

Very friendly, interacts with students and
makes for a more inclusive classroom
experience.

None. Good professor. If I had read the chapters when the
professor said I should have.

Don't have subs. The one we had, taught
too fast and did not explain as well.

Jacob is easily the best professor I have
ever had. He explained everything perfectly
with many examples. He cannot get enough
praise.

No changes, class was perfect. Class was already perfect, nothing should
be changed.

Jacob is truly an inspiring person and I
firmly believe that one's higher education
experience is not truly complete without
being a student in one of Jacob's classes.

I liked the relaxed environment of the class
and the fun professor who made every
class enjoyable.

The grading was slow. It would have been nice for my professor to
have office hours at different times,
because I had class during his office hours.

I loved this class and learned a lot. Jacob is
definitely one of the best math professors
on campus. Thanks for a great class Jacob!
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Very relaxed learning environment. Clear
and understandable teaching of the
material.

Don't assign homework until ALL of the
knowledge for that homework is taught.

Receiving feedback earlier. Great job. You are a fantastic professor.

Jacob's friendly manner and laid-back
teaching style made him very aproachable
with questions and when I needed help.

Graded assignments did take a while to get
back to us, however that is totally
understandable given Jacob's frequent
travel.

I very much enjoyed this course and I am
very glad that I took it (beyond it being a
requirement) it was a fun class where I
learned a lot.

Jacob is very charismatic and enthusiastic
in his teaching. He asked the class how we
would like to learn and he created power
points to accommodate us. This course was
rigorous and challenging, but Jacob knew
this and made it manageable and eased us
into proving things.

I don't know what could change but
definitely make it It was inconveniently timed
and not the most useful. Oh and the grading
time was decently long. If there hadn't been
good feedback on the returned
assignments/exams I would have been more
mad.

If there had been some sort of proof writing
workshop or something. I lack the logic
skills required to quickly see where I need
to go with a proof.

I had a great time taking this course. I hope
Jacob wins the teaching award!

The instructor was very excited about the
class and made me excited about the
material even though itâ??s not content i
usually would be interested in.

I wish we could have gotten tests and
quizzes back faster so i could learn from my
mistakes.

Jacob made boring topics into important
points in the entire math major. He explains
the topics so clearly and he uses many
examples to drill the concepts into our
heads. Even when I was half asleep in
class, I was still able to understand the
majority of the homework after class before
heading to the textbook. I've had him for
linear algebra and now Math300 and I can
honestly say he definitely made me like
math even more.

Survey the class on what people like best in
terms of teaching styles. I learned more
from the board than from the powerpoint so
maybe ask the preference before going 2
units into the course.

Honestly, I have no clue. Jacob made a
class I dreaded taking to a class I truly
enjoyed.

Thanks for being such a great math
professor the passed 2 semesters!

He clarified the teaching materials really
well and always know what he is teaching

Sometimes, continuously doing long proofs
make students less concentrated on the
topics, so it would good to have adding little
bit of group activities or individual actives
between that.

Mentioned before: short group activities or
individual activities in class

Taking your class again would be one of
the best choice I've made this semester.
Thank you.

he puts the notes online after class the homework grading. I dislike having to do
10 homework questions a week, but only 4
of them are graded. If I do poorly on one of
them, but it happens that is one that is
graded, it lowers my grade considerably. it
would be less damaged if all of the
questions were graded. Or, if the homework
was only 4 questions to begin with, I could
focus all of my effort onto those 4 questions.

learning the discussion material in class
instead of having to go to a separate
discussion. Also, getting work back quicker
(or even just grades) so I can learn from my
mistakes instead of repeating them.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

The professor always motivate students
and the class environment is pretty good.
Also, the way he teaching is really helpful,
the board writing is clear.
The clarity and elegance of proof in the
instructor's teaching is admirable. The
instructor is also less intimidating and is
welcoming of feedback.
Everything was really well-paced, and
Professor Matherne explained everything to
the best of his (great) ability. I looked
forward to his classes because he always
had an enthusiastic attitude and a great
sense of humor. Although I was previously
intimidated by the material of the class,
Professor Matherne made me feel a lot
more confident in my ability to write proofs.

N/A. If anything, getting graded work back was
slow, but it was within good reason.
Receiving useful feedback was highly
appreciated, and I also understand that this
was Jacob's first time teaching the class.
Now that he has the notes ready, I'm sure
he'll hand papers back on a more timely
manner.

N/A. Really good job this semester!

Jacob might be the best professor I've had
so far. Very fair, very helpful and definitely
cares about students.

Grading needs to happening much faster.
Terrible timeline for grading homework,
quizzes and exams
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

His stories break up the course material and
he always tries to bring a little humor into
the lecture.

Very well taught for his first time teaching
Linear

i like math nithing nothing none
Professor Matherne is one of the nicest
professors ever. Not only is he great at
explaining the material and passionate
about teaching, he is also very kind and has
a great energy.

I think that the only thing i would complain is
that the exam material was rather different
form the previous exams, which were what
we were given as main studying tools for
the exams. I think that additional problems
that are similar in difficulty to the exam
would have been very helpful.

Better preparation material for the exam

Professor Matherne is very enthusiastic
about helping students learn and is always
happy to answer questions. It is helpful that
he challenges students in class by following
up their questions with another question to
test their understanding of the concept.
Each time a new concept is introduced he
makes sure to do an example problem so
we understand how to use the new material.

Sometimes the shorthand used can be a
little confusing.

To any future employers,    Jacob Matherne
is, in my opinion, a very qualified professor
that motivates students to be successful.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Professor Matherne is one of the best
lecturers of this course. I know people from
other sections migrating to Matherne's
sessions because they thought that he
explains the concepts more clearly than
other lecturers.

Not much - the math lectures are what
they're supposed to be, and I wouldn't have
it any different.    This course does need a
set curriculum, however. First of all, there
are more than 2 course websites for this
course. Yes they're from different
semesters, but that doesn't mean it isn't
confusing, especially when you can't find
the current course website from a Google
search of "math 235 umass".     Another
thing - the practice exams were useless.
Useless. Yes, there are many sets of them
posted online, dating to the 1990s, but more
than 3/4 of them are irrelevant because
they're questions based from a different
textbook. This has led to me either
overpreparing, or preparing for the entirely
wrong topics. Considering that most people
that have taken Math 233 go on to take
Math 235, maybe this course should also
start preparing study guides like 233 did.
Those were immensely helpful.     Grading
for the exams also seem a little overly
harsh. I don't believe we were told at any
point how precise we were supposed to be
with our explanations and justifications, but
having partial credit taken off, even if the
explanation was correct but a little off kilter
and maybe not exactly accurate, is a huge
blow to our exam scores, and obviously, our
final grades. Taking 2 or 3 points off isn't
taking 2 or 3 points off of 100, because the
most you get on an exam is a 75. And this
kills people's grades.

I liked his teaching style and how he cares
that his students succeed in this class.

Not using myMathLab for hw. It is very
confusing and does not help with the class
at all. It just takes a lot of time to figure out
what is needed to do in the problem.

Not using MathLab.

Best professor I've had in the math
department by far; maybe the best I've had
at the university. No need to change
anything.

The style fo teaching is funny, the proffesor
is a kind man.

No. Do home work on time. No.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jacob is a fun guy, he always makes a relax
atmosphere in the class, especially when
people are silence for questions. He knows
the materials very well and explains them
very well. I would like to take another
course with him again if possible. He is a
great teacher!
Jacob is an excellent explainer of all-things
mathematical.  What's more, his casual
manor and general person-ability allowed
him to provide a stress-free classroom
which was very conducive to learning.

I have no complaints about Jacob.  My only
complain is that the exam were excessively
difficult and did not reflect the work we did
in class, on homework, or what was in our
textbook.  The exams this year also did not
share very much in common with exams
from pervious years which made studying
the unusual format of the questions very
difficult.

Tests that reflected the work done in
class/on homework

Well prepared for class, notes were clear
and easy to follow.
He is one of the few teachers in the math
department that I have had that is very good
at clearing up any points of confusion and
making sure all students understand the
course material.

I cannot think of anything that needs
changing in his teaching.

I think the course experience was fine as it
is. I think the class was more challenging in
material than other math courses but the
professor did a good job at providing a good
teaching experience.

No

He explained material well, also tried to not
make the lecture too boring.
energy of the teaching, math is cool too nothing more laughs 0
I really like how personal the professor was. I can't think of any way to improve the

course.
Kept it interesting and helped us think about
solving the problems rather than repeating
the text book.

nothing some not online homework N/A
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jacob is one of the best math teachers I've
ever had. He is funny, friendly and
approachable and knows the course
material like the back of his hand. He
understands what content students
generally find confusing and tries to ease
the translation between formalism and
informality as much as possible. It's clear
that he cares very much about his student's
success in the classroom and offers much
offline help to make sure everybody does
well. Overall awesome teacher.

N/A N/A

He was very engaging and a very fun
professor to be around.  It was the first time
I was looking forward to a class and its
material because of the professor.
I liked his organization and his knowledge of
the material.  Was very helpful at office
hours.

I know this might be impossible but could
you go to less presentations out of the state
for your research.  No other professor can
teach the subject better than you.

If all the my mathlab had allowed you to use
tab to move around the boxes for matrices it
was so annoying.

None

Genuine professor who wants all of his
students to succeed. Really wants all
students to understand what is going on
and do well in the class and does his best
to help as much as possible

When you get something wrong on a test,
the grader basically just wrote -2 and didn't
write any reasoning or cross out anything
you did--just subtracted points for no
apparent reason. This makes it incredibly
hard to figure out what you are doing
wrong. It pretty hard to figure out whether
the grader graded your test fairly when you
have no idea what they are taking points off
for

Jacob is an amazing teacher. Linear
algebra was definitely one of my more
difficult courses, but he explained things
very clearly and cleared up points of
confusion. I really like how he explains what
a theorem / idea is before writing it on the
board, and then will explain it again. The
repetition really helps me learn. He is also
very helpful during office hours.
Professor Matherne is probably the clearest
math teacher I've had in years.    MyMatLab
isn't great, but I've done math homework on
worse systems.



Page 5
For more information or help interpreting your results visit www.umass.edu/oapa/srti. Office of Academic Planning and Assessment, 05/18/2017

UMass Amherst Online Student Response to Instruction (SRTI)
SPRING 2017 OPEN-ENDED RESPONSES

Matherne, Jacob P - 15141 - MATH 235

What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

The instructor always cared about the well
being of the student. He would go above
and beyond to help students understand the
material and he really seemed to care about
the math itself.

None None

Prof. Matherne follows the textbook very
closely in his teachings, allowing what to
catch up on any material they might have
missed or misunderstood with relative ease.
His pace in class is spot on perfect, going
slow enough that one might keep up wit the
material but fast to necessitate that you
maintain continuous focus throughout the
session.

I remember Prof. Matherne speaking briefly
at the beginning of the course about having
done quizzes in previous semesters but
having stopped due to difficulties in
administering them. While I think the course
worked well as it was, I might have
preferred several quizzes parceling up the
overall grade as opposed to having second
midterm.

Same as question 20 Prof. Matherne's teaching style is a breath
of fresh air compared to all of the math
professors I have had so far at university.
Despite the obligations of research, he still
somehow manages to come to class well
prepared, with a keen interest in our
success, and an understanding that for
some of us the theory does not come so
easily. I thoroughly enjoyed taking this class
and hope to see Prof. Matherne again in
future courses.

I liked the format of each class where Prof.
Matherne would explain theorems and then
provide direct examples for us to complete.
This allowed me to learn certain topics
easier.

None Nothing None

The professor himself was very willing to
clear up confusion. He was always taking
questions.

The homework system is horrible. In my
honest opinion the homework should be
written and not on an online system.

Not having MyMathLab as the homework
system.

The exam system is horrible. The
department head needs to decided whether
he is going to focus on theorems or actual
math. Every exam was different from the
last.

Instructor was fun and kept material
interesting.

-none- -none- -none-

He's funny N/A We need practice exams and discussion
sessions.

Instructor's joke it is good the way it is More jokes
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Professor Matherne has been one of the
best professors I have had at this university.
His love of math, teaching, and his students
in general lead to it being one of my favorite
classes I have taken here. He would always
include small personal stories before class
started and talked to his students like they
were human, a very rare thing from the
UMass math department. His engaging
teaching style made students participate
more than I have ever seen in the 5 math
sections I have taken at UMass. Professor
Matherne also displayed his love for
teaching and the subject itself. Seeing an
instructor as motivated for his position (even
while in the midst of research) was the
perfect combination for this class.

The way the class is run and exams are
written needs an update. It is shocking
when the exam that you are taking is nearly
identical to a class that was taught in 1997.
The format of this class is way over due, but
each professor that chairs the class seems
to want to keep each year identical to the
past.

A nice classroom would have made me
think less of how outdated the building is,
but I cannot think of much besides that.
Online notes would have been nice, but
professor Matherne did such a good job
and kept such a good pace with his notes
on the board that this was not a huge issue
for me.

Professor Matherne is one of the best
professors I have ever had and hope that
he keeps teaching this class. His
professional and casual combination that he
maintains while teaching creates a much
more intimate classroom that causes
students to learn and participate much
more.

it is a very different way of looking at math I think the question why needs to be
answered more. A lot of the time I knew how
to do things but I didn't know what it was or
why I had to do it.

Jacob genuinely cares about his students.
You can tell he is passionate and really
enjoys teaching and helping students learn.
He will always go the extra mile to help his
students understand. He is an amazing
teacher because he articulates his thoughts
so clearly and simply. Jacob is the best
math teacher I have ever had.

We really need some kind of Exam review
session. There is not enough done
throughout this course to support students
with supplemental instruction.

Review sessions.

Jacob can easily go down as one of my
favorite professors EVER. Really
charismatic dude who cares about his
students and wants to see them succeed.
Also course was well organized and well
taught. Homeworks set students up for
success on the exams. Great course

Not much to say here Already think it was one of my best learning
experience so

Once again, amazing course, well taught by
Jacob, homeworks are on point. Loved the
class and prof and wished my other courses
were more similar to this one

The instructor explained through many
examples and then gave the summarizing
theorems for the concept at the time. This
was very effective and helpful, and helped
keep all the material organized.

Not much, he always came to class
extremely well prepared.

Nothing, the course was fair.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Professor Matherne is very down to earth
with students, he is able to bring difficult
math concepts into plain english and explain
them in a way different from the book.

A little more leniency with homeworks. The
class would be perfect if there was not a
50% late penalty for homeworks. This was
especially an issue over spring break, when
homeworks were due even though there
was no class. I think it was a little
unnecessary to enforce a deadline that
made students responsible for homework
during a school break.

Nothing Professor Matherne is an excellent lecturer.

Jacob was a fantastic teacher and always
cleared up points of confusion. Even his
math jokes are occasionally funny which is
hard to do.

I can't think of anything, maybe just more
examples.

N/A N/A

He is always positive, keeps the mood fun
and light.  You can tell he really loves his
job and actually cares about helping us
learn.  He does a great job of reading the
room and can tell when he needs to take a
moment to clear up confusion or tell a joke
to keep us engaged.  Always smiling and
laughing.  Somehow he makes linear
algebra seem fun.

I hate the subs... I understand he's an
important man and has to attend math
conferences and whatnot, but I hate when
other professors fill in to cover for the class.
The inconsistency makes it hard to learn
material.  I really didn't absorb much from
the lectures in the middle of the semester
when we had subs.

One of my favorite professors I've had so far
at UMass.

one of the best teachers I've ever had.
Perfect math teacher
I found that while the I was not especially
interested in the content that Jacob's joyful
mannerisms and genuine interest in the
students' success made the class a far
more enjoyable experience than similar
classes I have taken with different
instructors.

I would personally have an easier time
learning if some of the concepts were tied
more into practical uses of the subject
matter.

Jacob went out of his way to help me
succeed in his class when I was having
trouble.

Jacob Matherne is an extraordinary person
and educator. He is evidently very
passionate about the subject matter, and he
truly cares about each and every one of his
students. Very funny and personable guy.
Always a joy to be in his presence. A true
model for professors. Great teacher.
Thanks Jacob!

I can't think of anything I would change.

Nicest guy on the planet
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jacob is a cool guy. He showed interest in
the material and explained everything in
words before writing it in math notation.
This showed me the proof side that I
enjoyed.

It seems to be more the material than the
teaching style, but I felt that some topics
could have been taught faster in order to
give more time for examples of the harder
material. I felt that the last couple sections
were a little rushed before the exam.

Jacob showed a serious interest in how his
students performed in his class.

The online homework is crap. Not online
homework, but the system used is pretty
terrible. True and false questions on exams
seem baseless and unnecessary

Jacob is a great teacher.  Besides teaching
the material effectively, he is one of the
funniest and down to earth teachers I have
had.  I always look forward to attending his
section of Linear Algebra.

Honestly, I cannot think of anything that
needs to be improved.

The material was dull for the first half of the
semester.  It got more interesting a little past
the halfway point of the semester.

None

i love matherne not crazy about the true
false stuff and how theorem based the
exams are it's bullshit

hes great maybe go through more t/f maybe like a take home quiz or something
more interactive

Everything that needed to be covered was
covered in great detail. The use of
explanations and writing out the theorems
on the board helped the pace of the class
and kept students engaged. There was
never a moment where I couldn't pay
attention.

No change. Nothing, the way the class was taught by
Jacob was excellent.

I wish he taught higher level math classes!

Jacob does a fantastic job bringing a
positive attitude into the class, and always
seems to genuinely care about whether
students are understanding the material,
and from here trying to clear points of
confusion in depth and in ways that make
sense

Maybe some clarity on grades, as the only
source seemed to be tests and homework,
however this is more a problem of the
course than Jacob

Perhaps a different class space, seats were
often hard to find and difficult to hear in the
back

Jacob is an incredibly enthusiastic
Professor, and one that shows a genuine
care for his students and trying to help them
reach their full abilities. He's one of the best
professors I've had at the University

he is very passionate n/a n/a
Good at explaining/clearing up points of
confusion.

Tosses homework due dates around
constantly, and sometimes without notice.

Better communication with students,
responding to emails in a timely manner.

N/A

I felt that my professor explained class
material very clearly and didn't rush through
the material. He tried to make sure
everything about a topic was clear before
moving on to the next topic. I was rarely
confused in this class because he was one
of the best professors I've ever had.

Make sure you leave enough time to get
through every section in time for the exams.

If the exams didn't have such difficult
questions.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

I had Jacob for Math 233 in the Fall 2016
semester and he quickly became one of my
favorite professors. In fact, I specifically
designed my Spring 2017 semester
schedule to ensure I Would have Jacob as
a professor. He does such a phenomenal
job of explaining abstract concepts and
really trying to make sure that his students
understand the material.

I don't think this is any reflection of Jacob,
but I think the course chair could have done
a better job of administering study materials
for the exams. Especially considering that
this was a new course chair, all of the
practice exams online did not reflect the
material in the actual exams. I understand
that this is not required of the course chair
to give practice exams, but I think,
especially considering how abstract some of
the material is, more practice problems,
besides the true and false questions, would
be more conducive to overall success in the
course.

More opportunities for practice problems
besides just the MyMathLab assignments.
Like I said, some of this material is very
abstract and personally, I would have rather
have had too much work than not enough.

The way that Jacob teaches is very helpful
in how much i learned in this class. I had
him for another class and can say he
teaches class material better than any other
professor that I have had.

The true and false can be more
straightforward, I get mixed up more on the
actual question more than i do the material
that the question is asking.

I got the most out of this class exactly the
way that it was taught.

I hope that I will be able to have Jacob for
another class.

Jacob is enthusiastic about math, and
always seems to understand the material
well.

Jacob incorporates a lot of math Theory
and notation into his corse, which confused
me.     Also his class is pretty dry and hard
to stay awake during.

Less math theory  Linear algebra is a tough
course to make fun, so I guess theres not
that much a teacher can do.

Jacob cared deeply about engaging student
and ensuring that they were not only paying
attention but learning the material well. He
consistently ensured that the students could
apply their knowledge and engaged the
class with review questions to make sure
everyone retained knowledge from earlier in
the class.

Jacob should stop teaching until the very
last minute. Ending with a few minutes left
would be better because some students,
like me, have to go all the way across
campus after class and would appreciate
some time so we don't have to run to our
next class.

More useful test feedback other than "not
enough justification." That was where I lost
points on almost every problem and it didn't
make any sense because I never knew
what "enough" justification was or how my
justification was insufficient.

Jacob is hands-down the best, and most
engaging professor that I've had at UMass.
He clearly has a vested interest in his
students doing well and succeeding more
so than any teach I've ever had.

I like how the instructor covers many
examples throughout class when learning
new material. Additionally, my teacher
writes everything out on the board which is
extremely helpful and he also reminds us of
our upcoming homework assignment due
dates before every class. My teacher also
provides us with his office hours and always
informs us of any changes or additional
hours.

I wish we were able to have more time in
class to review and go over the material
before exams. He made us a final review
sheet, but we were unable to go over all of
the answers in class.

Jacob Matherne is one of the best math
teachers I have had in my experience so far
at UMass Amherst. He truly cares about his
students learning and understanding the
material. He is super nice both inside and
outside of class. I would highly recommend
any student to take his class.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

One of the best teachers ive ever had,
everything was explained as clearly as
possible and even if there were no
questions he would try his best to make
sure everyone was on the same page

Nothing Nothing Jacob was such a great instructor I have
enrolled in his course math 300 next
semester.

Jacob is a great teacher that truly cares
about the success of his students in a way I
have not yet seen at UMass.

An exam study guide would be very helpful.

Our teacher was so genuinely nice, and I
felt that he really wanted us to succeed.

Sometimes, lectures were a little dry, but
honestly, I feel like that was just due to the
specific subject matter that day, not the
teacher.

Maybe a test review session outside of
class right before a test!

Tests are always much harder than the
homeworks and the in class work, so some
extra review might be good! Great class
though, and super nice teacher!

He is very well prepared and he explains
the material very well.

the pearson's mymathlab, its a very bad
designed online homework system.

Ditch the pearson system Webassign is way better than pearson's
mymathlab.  MyMathLab is a badly
designed system, it takes you minutes you
open the eBook, not to mention you have to
install some kind of software to open it.

Enthusiastic, fun, and loves to involve
students

At times could go at a fast pace. Slow down sometimes

He showed interest in the subject and really
wanted us to succeed.

Maybe go a little faster so that there is more
time between subject material and the
exam. For example, we learned material for
the first time on a Monday that was on the
exam tuesday

Maybe more practice exams

Invested in having students learn and
understand

Not much Not much None

Professor Matherne is one of the best math
instructors I've ever had. He stops
frequently during lecture to clear up points
of confusion and ask if the class has
questions. He is very friendly and
approachable, and is always willing to go
the extra mile to help students learn as
much as possible.

Nothing, he did an amazing job. Review sessions before exams. I really
enjoy review sessions in math classes to tie
everything together before exams and I
really miss that in this course. I would
definitely recommend adding review
sessions and I know a lot of other students
feel the same way.

He makes all the definitions and concepts
really clear and he will do review at the
beginning of the class.
Jacob Matherne is a great instructor that
clearly cares deeply about his students. He
is effective because of this and because of
his clear ability to teach effectively.
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What do you like most about this course
or the instructor's teaching of it?

What about this course or the teaching
of it needs change or improvement?

What suggestions can you offer that
would have made this course a better
learning experience for you? Any additonal comments?

Jacob is easily the best professors I had
throughout the entire year. His notes were
extremely organized and he always gave us
a heads up when confusing topics were
coming up so we don't feel lost when
multiple definitions and theorems were on
the board. He always updated us on
hoemwork due dates, exam times, and
office hours. He also made sure we were
"awake" because he wanted some class
participation and he cracked jokes and
stories without having our class fall behind.
The best hands down and I'm so glad I have
next year in Math 300.

Nothing, but if I had to choose, it would be
something he knows already. He tends to
write and speed through certain
topics/theorems, but he tells us in class that
he needs to work on it so he's good.

Honestly, the way it was taught and paced
for the exams and homework was extremely
comfortable. There was always someone
accessible for help.

The instructor's classes were clear and he
made connections between current topics
and those we had already gone over, which
created a good flow to the course and
helped solidify the material. He was also
able to describe a concept in a different way
if there was any confusion about it, and he
took the time and effort to make sure it was
genuinely understood.

In past math classes, I really valued review
days before the exam, and I think a more
structured review day would be helpful
(more like the last class, in which we did
practice exam questions from a old final).
The exams (particularly the second) felt like
the person who wrote them wasn't really in
touch with the way we were learning the
material, and I had trouble understanding
what was being asked of me, and I didn't
feel that it was an accurate representation
of how much I had learned in class and in
the homework.

I think the class was actually structured
well.

I was impressed by Jacob's dedication to
teaching and I feel lucky to have landed in
his classroom!

Jacob was a great teacher, very positive
and motivated to teach.

None None None




























