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Abstract. The notion of an ascending path through a tree of uncount-
able regular height directly generalizes the concept of a cofinal branch
through such a tree. It can be used to provide examples of such trees that
are non-special in a very absolute way. In my talk, I will discuss several
results dealing with the existence and non-existence of trees containing
ascending paths of small width. Then I will present an application of
these results showing that the question whether weak compactness is
characterized by the infinite productivity of the corresponding Knaster
property is independent of the axioms of ZFC.
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